




Across the Neighborhood 
Business News 

 

The Michigan Avenue Project will be 
exploring the meaning of ‘cool city’ dur-
ing the month of March.  MAP is partici-
pating in a citywide effort to create a more 
cohesive and dynamic city while strength-
ening our Eastside business corridor.  If 
you have any ideas, they are always look-
ing for new input.  Call 367-2468 and ask 
for Kate or Erika. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News From School Principals 
 

Pattengill Middle School has a number of 
activities coming in March.   
• Parent-teacher conferences are March 3 
and 4 from 4 to 7 PM.   
• The band festival will take place at Wil-
liamston March 6th, with 7th grade in the 
morning and 8th in the afternoon.   
• On the 9th, the Parent Teacher Student 
Association will meet at 6 PM in rm. 107.   
• There will be no school on March 12th, 
and a professional development day on the 
24th; students will be let out at 10:20 AM. 
 

Allen Street School staff continues train-
ing with the Reading 1st grant initiative. 
Staff will reconvene for another session of 
LETRS training on Feb.19th, 4 - 7 PM. 
Our most recent reading assessments indi-
cate our students have made some signifi-
cant gains in reading achievement. For 
more information about Reading 1st, con-
tact Nancy Clevenger, Allen's Reading 1st 
Literacy Coach, 325-6760. 
• In other special events, students will be 
recognized at our Student of the Month 
assembly for achievement in the NEW 
3R's; rights, respect and responsibility. 
Students are recognized monthly for 
growth on the last Wednesday afternoon 
of the month. Due to snow days we are 
combining the Jan. and Feb. assemblies on 
Feb. 18 at 2 PM. 
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Neighborhood News 
 

Family Fun Fair: On March 13th, from 
10 AM to 2 PM, a Family Fun Fair will 
take place at the Hill Center, 5815 Wise 
Rd. in Lansing.  Many local groups, from 
MSU Extension to the Girl Scouts, will 
have booths.  The Berenstein Bears and 
others will make an appearance. 
 

Foster Library: March is Reading 
Month!  Pick up an activity calendar at the 
library.  Everyone who completes 10 or 
more activities will get a prize.  Come to 
our party on Thurs., March 11, with enter-
tainment by Foster Youth Storytellers. 
• Adult Book Discussion Groups: On 
Wed., March 3, at 7 PM, we will discuss 
Life is Good by George Dawson.  On 
Thurs., March 18, at 1:15 PM, we will dis-
cuss The Giver by Lois Lowry. 
• Story Time: On Tues., March 9 at 10 
AM, Maisy the Mouse will be our guest. 
• Family Night is Thursday, March 11, 6-7 
PM.  Learn Origami for spring! 
• Seussentenial!  On Saturday, March 27, 
from 1-5 PM, we're celebrating Dr. Seuss' 
100th birthday with activities, cake, and a 
special guest.  Any questions? Contact 
Jean Bolley, 485-5185.  
 

The Family Growth Center offers free 
drop-in childcare for children ages 6 
weeks through 5 years.  A nominal fee is 
charged to higher income families.  They 
offer 8 child care sessions, Monday 
through Thursday: 9 to 11:30 AM (doors 
open at 8:30) and 1:30 to 4 PM (doors at 
1:15).  Monday’s are at University United 
Methodist Church, 1120 Harrison in East 
Lansing (351-6641), with Tuesday 
through Thursday at Bethlehem Lutheran, 
549 E. Mt. Hope in Lansing (371-1347). 
The Family Growth Center also has free 
programs for parents, including workshops 
on how to listen and speak to your child, 
positive discipline, and more. 
 

Calling All Gardeners: The Garden Pro-
ject is preparing for the growing season. If 
you would like a community garden plot, 
or would like a home garden tilled (your 
income must qualify), please contact us at 
887-4660 or gardenproject@ingham.org. 
Please leave your name, phone number, 
and address and a registration form will be 
sent to you this spring. 

• Allen will also be inviting special guests 
to read to students during March, Reading 
month. If you are interested in being a 
guest reader, please call 325-6760. 
• Parent/Guardian Teacher Conferences 
will be held March 30, 31 and April 1, 
from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Conferences are a 
very important opportunity to discuss con-
cerns, learn about your child's educational 
growth and meet our staff. 
• The 21st Century Program has kicked off 
a new slate of activities. After school pro-
grams begin at 3:45 PM with a snack and 
wiggle time. From 4:45-5:45 PM students 
move into their activity of choice. At 5:45 
students and staff clean up and kids get 
ready to go home.  For safety reasons, all 
students need to be picked up no later than 
6:00 PM. For more information, contact 
Rosa Killips, Coordinator at 325-6148. 
 

Fairview School: March is Reading 
Month!  Many guest readers are planning 
to visit our classrooms to share a favorite 
story with our students. 
• On March 5th, Senator Virgil Bernero 
will visit to speak to 4th-6th grade stu-
dents about our state government.   
• Also on the 5th, FFTA will host the an-
nual Spring Pizza Party from 6-8 PM in 
our gym. Families can purchase pizza, 
pop, and ice cream at an affordable price, 
and then dance the night away to the tunes 
of our favorite DJ, Glenn Lopez.   
• On March 18th, FFTA hosts a Mother/
Son Leprechaun Dance from 6-7:30 PM in 
our gym.  The cost is $6/couple. 
• On March 25th an Open House Kinder-
garten Orientation (for parents and chil-
dren) will be held at our school from 
12:30-2:45 PM.  A parent meeting will 
begin at 6:00 PM in our library.  Parents 
who would like to enroll a new kindergart-
ner at Fairview School for the '04-05 
school year should bring the original birth 
certificate, a copy of up-to-date immuniza-
tions, and proof of residency.  Please call 
our school at 325-6784 if you have any 
questions about registering for kindergar-
ten or if you would like to visit our school. 
• Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences will 
be held on March 30, 31, and April 1.  In 
the fall, an impressive 98% of our parents 
attended their child's Parent-Teacher Con-
ference.  Thanks for your support, parents!  



FAIR Neighbors:  
Fair In Every Way  

Above: FAIR Neighborhood stretches 
from Leslie Street to Mifflin between 
Kalamazoo and Michigan, and from 
Leslie to Clemens south of Kalama-
zoo.  Adjacent neighborhoods include 
Frog Holler and Square One. 

 
FAIR Plans and History 

 

FAIR Neighbors is the largest East-
side neighborhood organization and 
one of the most active.  The Eastside 
News interviewed Ruth Leyrer, past 
president of FAIR Neighbors, and 
Missy Austin, current president, to 
learn about this 12-year old group.   
 

EN:  Let’s start with the basics — 
what does FAIR stand for, and how 
did it start? 
Ruth Leyrer:  FAIR Neighbors 
stands for Fairview Area Independent 
Residential Neighbors.  Around 1992 
our alley between Clemens and Fair-
view was being painted with graffiti, 
and there was sometimes turmoil in 
the alley or in our parks.  I hate to say 
it, but it always seems to be turmoil 
that sparks a new organization.  Greg 
and Betty Crist, Roger Elliott, and I 
were the founders, though we quickly 
started recruiting others.  We started 
by talking with local police about 
what to do, cleaning up the alley and 
establishing a watch program.   

EN: Missy, what have you been working 
on as the new president of FAIR? 
Missy Austin: I’ve just started working 
on communication and increasing par-
ticipation, which we’ve done through a 
series of mailings.  Our biggest project 
is along Kalamazoo, though.  If our 
Mayors Grant is approved, we are build-
ing 20 planter boxes to go all along 
Kalamazoo on both sides of the street, 
using flowers from Neighborhoods in 
Bloom.  I’ll be meeting with a lot of 
people living south of K-zoo; we want 
to get them more involved.  With the 
upcoming floodplain meetings, we’ll 
take a big part, since much of our group 
is within the floodplain.  The main ob-
jective is to educate people so they 
know what their resources are.  When I 
go door to door, I’m going to have a sur-
vey to get names and addresses of eld-
erly and disabled people.  We’d like to 
have their information in a database for 
fire and rescue, so we can make sure all 
of those people are safe in the event of 
an emergency.  If we did in fact have a 
flood (the last 100-year flood was in 
1904, so it makes you think), we can 
make sure they have assistance.   
EN: When will you be canvassing? 
MA: I’m going to start in March and am 
hoping that by April, I’ll have every-
thing south of Kalamazoo finished. 
That’s where I’m going to start.  That 
area feels a bit like its own little city.  
One other initiative that I wanted to 
mention: Tod Williams, who organizes 
all the neighborhood watch captains, did 
a mailing for me so that I knew who all 
of them were in the area. I had no idea 
that we had 10 neighborhood watch cap-
tains in FAIR.  We’re currently working 
on recognizing those individuals and 
making sure we can all work together in 
the event of an emergency.   
 
 
 
Note from the editor: Ruth is the new 
owner of Bancroft Flowers / RL Design. 

Growing in Community 
The People and Groups Making a Difference On the Eastside 
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There was interest in doing other things 
with city officials and ENO.  I joined 
Americorps, and was in one of the first 
groups in the city.  Joan Nelson taught us 
self-defense.  We did beautification pro-
jects, starting with the alley.  We did the 
city trash pickup and got more volun-
teers — it was a small snowball, but it 
started rolling. 
EN: Which streets did FAIR start out with? 
RL: FAIR was only Fairview and Clemens 
at first.  It grew through people hearing 
about it, then with the whisky barrel pro-
ject.  People wanted to have flowers on 
their streets in these whisky barrel plant-
ers, so they came to meetings.  Leslie 
wanted to get in to the organization, so we 
said, “Sure!  We’re fair, we have no set 
boundaries.”  So after that, we had Spartan 
fans and Wolverine fans in the group.  By 
the way, our official colors are khaki, 
green, and blue. 
EN: Nice — green for MSU, blue for U of 
M, and khaki as a compromise between 
maize and white. 
RL: Yep, we’re fair!  So, after our expan-
sion, we started going for city grants to 
improve our parks, Foster Park and Regent 
Park.  We got Project PLAY to help with 
both of them, and two Boy Scout troops 
helped build a nature trail in Regent.  Two 
of them did their Eagle projects in the 
parks, Mr. Kibbey and Mr. Hudson.  We 
also worked with the elementary school 
and had an Arbor Day celebration at Re-
gent where we planted seedlings. 
EN: What are some of the other projects 
that FAIR has been involved with? 
RL: We worked very hard on the Clem-
ens/Aurelius road change, getting it re-
duced to one lane with sidewalks and bike 
lanes.  That stemmed from back in the 
1970’s, but the neighborhood brought it to 
the front.  FAIR was really instrumental.  
It was a six-year project to come up with 
ideas for that corridor.  Our latest endeavor 
has been working with Lansing Township 
on the floodplain area and beautification 
issues.  We’re working together with those 
folks because they’re our neighbors.  
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