
Neighborhood Meetings: 

May 1: FAIR Neighbors, 

6:30, ANC 

May 5: ABC, 6:00, Pilgrim 
Church 

May 7: ENO, 7:00, Foster 

May 8: Holmes St. School 

Community: 6:30, ANC 

May 12: Potter Walsh, 6:20, 
Faith Fellowship Baptist 

Church 

May 13: PLACE, 6:30, ANC 

May 17: HERO Picnic, 

12:00, Hunter Park 

May 19: We Care, 6:00, 423 
Beech St. 

May 20: Regent Oaks, 6:30, 
ANC 

May 21: Foster Your 

Neighborhood, 7:00, Foster 

May 22: Green Oaks, 6:00, 
Christ Lutheran 

May 26: ANC Board Meet-

ing, 4:30, ANC 

May 27: HERO, 6:30, ANC 

The Eastside NeighborThe Eastside NeighborThe Eastside NeighborThe Eastside Neighbor    
A publication of Allen Neighborhood Center 

1619 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48912 — (517) 367-2468 
www.allenneighborhoodcenter.org 

Volume VIII, Issue IV                                                                                                       May 2008 

The Eastside Neighbor is 
published every month by 
Allen Neighborhood Cen-
ter.   To have your submis-
sions included, contact the 
editor, Franny Howes, at 
367-2468 ext. 2007, or 
email her at  ancfranny@ 
gmail.com  by the 12th of 
the preceding month. 

Inside this issue: 
Now is a Great Time 

To Buy a House on 

the 

Eastside, 

page 6 

 

Be a Tourist in Your 

Own Town, page 4 

Garden In A Box: A New Community Action Project for the YSC 

 

The Youth Service Corps is piloting a new program to increase access to fresh 
food for people on the Eastside.  The program is called “Garden in a Box” and is 
funded by the City of Lansing Human Relations and Community Services. 

 

We are particularly interested in identifying and working with neighbors on a limited 
income who could use free fresh vegetables to supplement their food budgets; 
seniors with mobility concerns; and families with children.  No knowledge of gar-

(Continued on page 2) 

Are you looking 
for an exciting 
opportunity to 
m a k e  y o u r 
neighborhood a 
better place?  
Then the Allen 
Neighborhood 

Center has a job for you! 

 

We are recruiting volunteers and in-
terns to join our Outreach, Engage-
ment, and Communications team.  
These are the folks who you see going 
door-to-door in the neighborhood and 
speaking with people about important 
issues like their health, neighborhood 
safety, community organizing, and 
more.  Our goal is to build connections 
in the neighborhood and bring people 
together.   

 

We are also the folks who staff the 
downstairs office at ANC and greet 
neighbors who drop in for a chat, as 
well as help folks who come in with 
needs of all kinds.  The OEC team ad-
ditionally answers the telephone and 
helps neighbors who cannot come to 
the center in person.  Being an Out-

(Continued on page 2) 

Join the Outreach, Engagement, 

and Communications Team at ANC 

The ANC Farmers Market 
Opens Wednesday, May 21st 

2:30-7:00! 
And is open every Wednesday  

through October 
 

The Allen Neighborhood Center Farmers 
Market will open Wednesday, May 21st!  
We celebrate the return of our beloved 
neighborhood market as well as the re-
turn of fresh produce to the heart of the 
Eastside. 

 

We are extending the hours of the market 
from 2:30 to 7:00 for the spring and sum-
mer so working folks may have more time 
to stop by the market after work. 

 

Please join us for friends, fun, and food! 

 

(For yard sign info, see page 6) 

Hunter Park GardenHouse  

Grand Opening: Saturday, May 10 

 

Please join us to celebrate the 
grand opening of our neighbor-
hood greenhouse. Mark your calen-
dars for the Saturday before Mother’s 
Day from 12 noon to 4 PM for our very 
special celebration of the Grand 
Opening of the GardenHouse.  A rib-
bon cutting will occur at 12:30PM with 
the Mayor and others.   

 

For a complete list of Grand Opening 
events, please see page 7! 
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Wednesday Morning  
Senior Coffee 

 

Every Wednesday,  
10:00 AM to Noon 

 

May 7: The Studio, a children's 
performance art center in 
East Lansing will perform 

 

May 14: Micki Marx's multicultural 
presentation 

 

May 21: Sue Patterson at MSU Art 
Museum will be presenting 
on Portraits of the Renais-
sance 

 

May 28: Chris Singer, discussing 
his trip to Uganda with the 
Nyaka School  

 

Everyone is welcome! 

ANC Extends a Thank You To: 

 

Thank you to the generous donors 
who have responded to ANC’s 
fund development campaign: 
Kathleen Kapalla, Jean MacDou-
gall, Wayne and Delores Wood, 
Taliaferro Grau Associates, Ste-
ven Richard, Dorothy Mathews, 
James Bennett, Hilde Wright, and 
Judge Louise Alderson; and to our 
business donors, Neogen Corpo-
ration, Michigan State University 
Federal Credit Union, HC Berger 
Co, LorAnn Oils, Inc, and Kalama-
zoo Auto Body. 

 

• Nancy Parsons for her leader-
ship and commitment to providing 
forums for discussion on Eastside 
issues, including Saginaw-
Oakland and Francis Park. 

• The Komen Foundation for an-
other year of generous funding for 
our Breast Health Program 
• Thanks for over 110 volunteer 
hours in the GH! 
Special GardenHouse thanks to: 
• Harold Armour, Master Plumber, 
City of Lansing installed water pip-
ing for garden beds 
• Van Atta's Greenhouse for seed 
planting supplies 
• Michael's Tree Service for wood 
chips 
• Giving Tree Farm for compost 
soil 
• City of Lansing Building Mainte-
nance crew for installing new 
Northend GH door 
• Tom Weber & Paul Dykema, City 
of Lansing for continued GH op-
erations support  

 

• Our friends at the Garden Project 
would like to thank Linda Ander-
son for leading a joint ANC/
Garden Project workshop at the 
fabulous Hunter Park Garden-
House, and to Ginger Ogilve for 
her Introduction to Vegetable Gar-
dening Q & A at Foster Commu-
nity Center.   

Allen Neighborhood Center News 

dening is needed to sign up for 
this program! 
 

Our “Gardens in a Box” will be two 
feet wide, two feet long, and one 
foot deep.  This will be big enough 
for two to four large vegetable 
plants, like tomatoes or peppers.  
We will be starting out placing 
twenty-four of these at neighbors’ 
houses across the area.  The 
boxes will be free to those of lim-
ited income.  The YSC look at 
your yard and find the best loca-
tion, deliver and assemble the 
box, and fill it with soil and plants.  
We will then visit your garden 
twice a month to answer questions 
and talk to you about your har-
vests.  We are curious about what 
sort of impact this might have with 
neighbors and their encounters 
with fresh vegetables. 

 

Those who are interested can sign 
up with Don Moore at the Allen 
Neighborhood Center by calling 
999-3923.  

(GARDEN IN A BOX Continued from page 

1) 

reach Worker with the OEC is a rewarding opportunity to give back to 
the Eastside.  You meet countless new people and make great friends. 

 

The OEC canvasses the neighborhood on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:00-8:00, and on Fridays from 1:00-4:00.  This continues through 
October.  We also need outreach workers to assist with staffing our 
downstairs office beginning in late June and continuing throughout the 
year.   

 

OEC volunteers can choose to canvass, staff our office, or do both.  
Canvassers need to be able to stand and walk for up to three hours at a 
time, but office volunteers just need to be able to sit and answer the 
phone and talk to people as they come in. 
 

No previous experience is required—all you need is a friendly face and 
a willingness to learn!  Training will be provided, and a lot of learning 
takes place on-the-job.  Long-time Eastsiders, Lansing residents, East 
Lansing residents, and students are all welcome.  For students, intern-
ship credit can be arranged through your school. 

 

For more information or to join the team, please contact our volunteer 
coordinator, Jen Bradley, at 999-3921, or by email at 
jenb@allenneighborhoodcenter.org. 

(JOIN THE OUTREACH TEAM Continued from page 1) 

Don’t forget! 
ANC Breadbasket 
Every Tuesday  

1:00-6:00 
Free bread and seasonal produce to 

any neighbor who comes in! 



HERO: The HERO Neighborhood 
Organization is holding a barbe-
que for residents on May 17th at 
Noon in Hunter Park.  Grills, bev-
erages, hot dogs, and buns will be 
provided, but everyone is welcome 
to bring other dishes.  Neighbors 
should bring their own plates, sil-
verware, and cups in order to re-
duce waste!  

 

FAIR Neighbors: FAIR will be or-
ganizing a spring clean-up and 
lawn edging event.  Anyone inter-
ested in participating is asked to 
attend the planning session at 
FAIR’s next meeting, Thursday, 
May 1st, at 6:30 PM at ANC, or call 
Ruth Leyrer at 490-1699.  

 

PLACE:  PLACE's next meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 13 at 6:30 
PM. 
• We are planning a litter pick up 
on Saturday, May 3, beginning at 
9:00 AM.  Anyone willing should 
look for a gathering in the 200 
block of Allen Street (donuts pro-
vided). 
• We're also working on plans for 
Michigan Avenue flowerbed plant-
ing, our annual PLACE Neighbor-
hood Yard Sale (July 11 & 12), 
and an August Thanksgiving Pot-
luck in memory of Millie Martin.   

 

ABC: ABC is working on our plot 
in the Hunter Park Greenhouse.  A 
special thank you to Steve Richard 
of our neighborhood for being the 
leader on this project.  Our next 
meeting will be Monday, May 5th, 
at 6 PM at Pilgrim Church, 125 S. 
Penn.  ABC will be setting the date 
for our Neighborhood Night Out 
and sharing ideas for the summer 
months in the neighborhood.  If 
you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact Denise Kel-
ley at 484-9109 or abcneighbor-
hood@-sbcglobal.net.  Hope to 
see you there! 
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Neighborhood News 

Eastern High School: Eastern 
High School's prom will take 
place on May 23, 2008, 8-12p.m., 
Michigan State University's Kel-
logg Center. 

 

Eastern High School's Class of 
2008 will graduate this year on 
June 7, 2008, 6:00p.m., Michigan 
State University's Breslin Cen-
ter.  Come out to salute the ac-
complishments of the Class of 
2008!  

 

Fairview Elementary: Fairview 
students in grades 3-5 recently 
participated in and won the City 
Chess Championship at a tourna-
ment held March 29 at Pattengill 
Middle School.  Our students won 
first place in the top 2 divisions as 
well as placing high in 4 other di-
visions.  Congratulations to Fair-
view.  
Lansing School District: There 
will be a citywide Elementary 
Field Day held on Friday, May 
16th.  Contact your local school to 
get involved! 

Eastside Updates 

We Care: Our next meeting will be 
held May 19th at 6:00 at 423 Beech 
Street.  We will be meeting with LPD 
Officer Andy Lindeman and Darryl 
Zuk of Code Compliance. 

 

ECAC:  The Eastside Community 
Action Center (located in the Potter-
Walsh Neighborhood) will have no 
“Second Sunday Forum” in May.  In-
stead, stay home and enjoy a Happy 
Mother’s Day! We will resume on 
June 8 at 6:30 with a free dinner and 
with Alice Brinkman from the REACH 
Art Studio who will help us get in 
touch with our creative selves. Join 
us at Faith Fellowship Baptist 
Church, 1001 Dakin for Second Sun-
day Forum. It’s a great time, with 
good food, good neighbors, and good 
information.  

  

A new group, IMAGE, will be starting 
in May for women who are in transi-
tion. Life change can be difficult, es-
pecially for women who have been 
hurt in relationships. But it can be 
easier when we have the support of 
others. In cooperation with Christian 
Services, the group will be held at the 
ECAC, on Wednesdays from 3:30-
5:30.  For more information about 
this group call Bonnie Nicholas at 
881-2083. 

  

The ECAC also is home to a Lansing 
Area Food Bank, a free Clothing 
Center and a Community Computer 
Lab. To find out more information 
about hours of service and any of our 
programs, please call the office at 
853-0414.  
 

Calling on all Eastside Musicians!  

Allen Neighborhood Center is look-

ing for you to perform at Satur-

day in the Park this year.  The 

event will be hosted on Saturday, 

July 26, in Hunter Park.  If you 

and/or your band mates are inter-

ested in showcasing your musical 

talents at this event, please con-

tact Leslie at 999-3918. 

School News 

Schools are 
closed on Me-

morial Day, 
Monday, May 

26th. 

Lansing Historic Cemetery  
Planting Day 

 

Saturday, May 17, 2008 

 

10:00 AM  to 2:00 PM 

 

The Friends of Lansing's Historic 
Cemeteries, with the help of Smith 
Floral Company, will give away 
FREE geraniums to plant at grave-
sites.   One two-inch pot per gravesite 
while supplies last.   
Available at all three cemeteries: 
Evergreen, Mt. Hope, and North 

 

Volunteers will help those who need 
assistance in planting.  
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Immigration is an increasingly hot 
topic in American politics.  Accord-
ing to the Census Bureau, there 
are 37.9 million immigrants living 
in the United States (both docu-
mented and undocumented) in 
2007.   

 

Lutheran Social Services of Michi-
gan is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting immigrant 
and refugee youth as they make a 
transition from their home country 
to America.  Whether children 
have arrived in this country with 
legal documentation or appre-
hended by border security and 
placed in federal custody, LSSM 
provides a safe, nurturing and sta-
ble environment for youths who do 
not have parents or adults in this 
country who can offer proper care.  
Most importantly, the agency pro-
vides a home to children who 
would otherwise remain in a juve-
nile detention shelter or refugee 
camp where the opportunity for 
success is extremely limited.  With 
your help, Lutheran Social Ser-
vices can offer its services to more 
youth in need! 

 

We are in desperate need of 
new foster care homes, espe-
cially who are willing to care for 
Spanish-speaking minors who 
are in the process of obtaining 
legal documentation or asylum 
in the U.S.  These youth come to 
the United States for many rea-
sons: reuniting with family, pursu-
ing education or employment, es-
caping family violence or abuse, 
fleeing political or religious perse-
cution, and seeking protection 
from gang violence or recruitment.  
Some children are brought here 
by adults seeking to exploit them 

for commercial sex work, domestic 
servitude or other forced labor.  
Whatever the reason may be, the 
young people in this program have 
endured traumatic events in their 
home countries and need our sup-
port while they adjust to a new life 
in America.  Every teenager, re-
gardless of their nationality, de-
serves a great deal of patience, 
understanding and love.  Help us 
give global youth the chance to 
succeed in the United States!   

 

If you are interested in being a fos-
ter parent or becoming involved 
with our organization in some ca-
pacity, please contact Anna 
Campbell at Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Michigan:  (517) 321-7663 
ext. 149 or acamp@lssm.org.  

Be A Tourist In Your Own Town: 
Explore a world of possibilities in your backyard! 

Saturday, May 31, 2008, 10 AM - 5 PM 

More info at: www.lansing.org/batyot or call 

517-487-6800 

 

Be A Tourist In Your Own Town is coordinated by the 
Greater Lansing Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

The goal is that when a visitor asks, “What’s there to do in town?” each and 
every resident can respond with countless suggestions and a sense of com-
munity pride.  We want everyone to know what is fun to do in Lansing!  Spe-
cific to the Eastside, the Hunter Park GardenHouse will be a stop on this 
year’s tour.  
 

This year’s event is scheduled for Saturday, May 31, 2008, from 10 AM to 5 
PM throughout downtown Lansing and East Lansing. The cost of participa-
tion is only a $1 “passport” and includes admission to more than 35 area 
attractions, free refreshments, eligibility for special prize packages, and 
much more. CATA buses run special Be A Tourist routes and rides are just 
50 cents. 
 
 

Passports go on sale the first week of May at the Lansing Mall, Meridian 
Mall, Impression 5 Science Center, AAA Michigan - Grand River Ave. loca-
tion, the downtown CATA station and at the Greater Lansing Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. Passports are also available the day of the event. 

 

Volunteers are needed for this event to assist participants with directions 
and general information. All volunteers will receive a t-shirt, lunch, and an 
opportunity to act as an ambassador for Greater Lansing! Shifts are from 
9:30 AM – 1:30 PM or 12:45 PM – 5 PM. 

 

If you would like to volunteer on Saturday, May 31, please contact Brandie 
Putnam at bputnam@lansing.org or 517-377-1430. 

Unity in Community 

Support Global Youth Locally 
By Anna Campbell, guest columnist from 

Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 

Tri-County Office on Aging is pleased 
to announce our 4th annual MARCH 
FOR MEALS Sunday, May 18th at 
2:00 PM at Hawk Island County 
Park. The MARCH FOR MEALS is a 
non-competitive 5K walk that benefits 
Meals-On-Wheels and other impor-
tant programs that serve area sen-
iors. The walk will take place on the 
park’s handicapped accessible as-
phalt path. Parking is free. Individu-
als who raise $50 in pledge pay-
ments will receive a thank-you gift. 
Light refreshments will be served.  
Please call 887-1377 for more infor-
mation or visit www.tcoa.org for reg-
istration forms.  

Fourth Annual March for Meals 
To support TCOA’s Meals on Wheels program 
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If you have been thinking about pur-
chasing your first home, now is a 
great time. Interest rates on home 
loans are low and home prices are 
at record lows.  Lots of people are 
scared about buying a home be-
cause of the decline in home values 
and the rise in foreclosures.  But, 
you can purchase fantastic homes 
for very low prices now. Some fore-
closed homes are especially good 
buys. If you see a home as a long 
term investment, and shop around 
for a good mortgage with a low, 
fixed interest rate, buying a home 
today is a wise investment.   

 
 

If you are not sure where to start, 
contact Jason Weller or Sean 
Chapman at ANC. We offer free 
home buyer education classes that 
will walk you through the process of 
purchasing a home, as well as con-
nect you with various programs that 
can help you along your way.   

 
 

If you have your eyes on a home 
that is a “fixer-upper” the Greater 
Lansing Housing Coalition 
(GLHC) Home Purchase Rehabili-
tation (HPR) program could be a 
great fit.  The program provides a no 
interest loan, up to about $30,000 
that can be used towards a down 
payment and doing repairs up front 
so that the work is completed before 
you move into the house.  If manag-
ing the rehabilitation work is daunt-
ing to you, don’t worry GLHC staff 
will manage the work in consultation 
with you. 

 

Here is how the HPR program 
works: 

 

• The Homebuyer goes to a bank or 
mortgage lender to get pre-
qualified for a mortgage   

• The Homebuyer picks a house, 

makes a purchase offer and com-
pletes applications at GLHC for the 
HPR pro-gram and at a bank for a 
mortgage to purchase the property.   

• The buyer completes Home Own-
ership Coun-
seling    

• If the home 
and buyer 
meet program 
g u i d e l i ne s , 
GLHC staff 
will write 
specifications 

for the work and manage construc-
tion bidding for the buyer.   

• When the mortgage and HPR 
loans are signed, construction be-
gins. GLHC staff will man-age the 
bidding, construction, and approv-
als with the buyer and City inspec-
tors.   

• The Homebuyer moves into a 
work-completed home that meets 
city building codes.  

 
 

If you are still unsure of what the 
HPR program could for you, here is 
the story of one family who is using 
the program to purchase a HUD re-
possessed home.  The buyers found 
a foreclosed home that was listed for 
$50,000 on the South side of Lans-
ing.  The home has three bedrooms, 
two full baths, one half-bath, living 
room, dining room, kitchen, and a 
library room.  The HPR program will 
contribute approximately $30,000 to 
be split between repairing the home 
and the down payment.  And the 
HPR loan won’t be repaid until the 
home is sold or transferred, the mort-
gage is refinanced for any reason 
other than better terms, or 50 years 
has passed.   

 
 

If you would like more information 
about the homeownership possibili-
ties on the East Side, and how you 
can get started on the path to owning 
your first home please contact either 
Sean Chapman or Jason Weller at 
(517) 367-2468.   

Ideas and Resources 

Now Is a Great Time  

To Buy a House: 
Home Purchase Rehabilitation Loans from 

GLHC can help you! 

As we begin a new season, we look 
forward to an increase in sunshine 
and warmer temperatures.  This 
means we will once gain be ap-
proaching Ozone Season, where air 
pollution is the worst it gets during 
the whole year. This year, our com-
munity will be facing stricter air qual-
ity standards, and we could experi-
ence more unhealthy ozone days.   

 

Peak Ozone Season occurs during 
the warm summer months, May 
through September.  During these 
months, CATA’s Clean Commute 
Options program and local media 
stations will be making Ozone Ac-
tion Announcements.  The an-
nouncements will be made when we 
face a code “Orange” day, which 
means that ground-level ozone con-
centrations have reached levels that 
are unhealthy for community mem-
bers to breathe.  Those most af-
fected are sensitive groups, includ-
ing people with asthma or other 
breathing problems, children, the 
elderly, and those who are active 
outdoors all day.   

 

During Ozone Action Season, there 
are simple steps that we can all take 
to help reduce emissions and im-
prove the air that we breathe. Steps 
to take include: 
• Instead of driving alone, try taking 
the bus, carpooling, riding your bike 
or walking 
• Fuel up your vehicle at the end of 
the day  
• Don’t top off your tank 
• Limit idling your vehicle 
• Trip Chain - Combine your errands 
to reduce vehicle trips 
• Don’t mow your lawn on Ozone 
Action Days 

 

You can contact the Clean Com-
mute Coordinator by calling 393-
7433  o r  ema i l  c l eancom -
mute@cata.org.  Together, we can 
all help contribute to a cleaner com-
mute and a cleaner community!   

Seasonal Air Pollution 
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Food, Fun, and Your Health 

May 21 through August 27 
2:30 to 7:00 PM 

September 3 through October 29 
2:30 to 6:30 PM 

  

Buy Local; Eat Well! 

What’s cook-
ing on the 
Eastside! 

Have you met Jennifer Bradley 
yet?  If you’re lucky, you’ll catch her 
munching on some sort of fresh 
vegetable dipped into this delicious, 
quick and inexpensive dip.  (She 
shares.)  Thanks, Jen! 

“It’s so easy, and a wonderful 
snack that takes 5 minutes and 
only $5.00 to put together.  Great 
with all vegetables and on sand-
wiches!” 
Jennifer Bradley 
ANC Volunteer Coordinator/Fundraising 

HUMMUS 
1 can of chick peas, drained 
4 cloves of garlic 
6 T lemon juice 
1/3 C tahini 
1 1/2 t salt 
2 T water 
4 dashes of hot sauce (more or 
less depending on preference) 
Mix all ingredients with hand mixer 

Here’s to the  
Farmers Market 

Yard Sign Corps! 

 

This is a call-out to all of the volun-
teers who faithfully plant your mar-
ket signs every week reminding 
the world that there is a fun-filled 
reason to stop by the Eastside 
every Wednesday May through 
October.  We are entering into our 
5th season (isn’t that some-
thing??) and are happy to replace 
or repair your signs as needed.   
Because the market is extending 
hours to 7:00pm until Labor Day, 
we will have stickers for you to ap-
ply to your signs available at ANC 
the week of 5th.   We are also or-
dering additional signs so please 
contact Hollie at 517.999.3911 if 
you are interested in joining this 
much appreciated group.  See you 
at the market! 

Ongoing Events 

 

ANC Bread Basket  

Tuesdays from 1-6 pm 

at ANC.  Come every Tues-

day for free bread. 

 

Free Breast and Cervical 

Cancer Screening  For  

women 40+ with low/

moderate incomes or 

enrolled in IHP.  Call 887-

4364.  Call ANC if you need 

transportation. 

 

Breast Cancer Support 
Group  IRMC Breslin 

Center, 4th Thursday of the 

month, 334-2163. 

 

Breast Self-Exam Clinic  
Free Sparrow program. Call 

364-2689 or 364-2688. 

 

ANC has limited funds to 

cover the costs of routine 

screenings and exams.  

Please contact us for more 

information. 

 

Healthy News is published by 

the Allen Neighborhood 

Center and is made possible 

by support from the Ingham 

County Health Department 

and the Komen Foundation.   

Good Health is Contagious. 

Catch some on the Eastside! 

LET’S GET WALKING! 
Several maps are now  available to inspire walking tours of the Eastside.  Learn more, and 
please join us every Monday afternoon from  2 to 3 PM, and Friday from  noon to 1:00, as we 
walk the perimeter path at Hunter Park. 

Are you caring for a relative’s child?  

Then please join our Kinship Care 

Support Group, led by Francine 

Watts, for information, resources, 

and friendly company from people who 

know what you are going through. 
 

Kinship Care meets the second Satur-

day of every month at 1:30.  Francine 

will see you there! 



den greens to take home to their 
families and have planted their 
own vegetables for harvest by 
school’s end.   

 

• If you are interested in gardening 
with your neighborhood group and 
have not yet signed up, contact 
K’Anna Burton at kannab- 
@allenneighborhoodcenter.org or 
999-3910. 

 

•  Garden Workshops:   All East-
siders are invited to free garden 
workshops, offered in collabora-
tion with The Garden Project (the 
community garden program of the 
Greater Lansing Food Bank).    If 
interested in attending, please call 
K’Anna at 999-3910 to register! 
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Get Gardening, Get Active 

Eastside Moms 
and 

Moms-to-Be! 
 

Please help us to spread the 
word about our Eastside 
Moms Group, meeting on 
the first and third Thurs-
day of each month at 
5:30  - 7:00 p.m.  This is a 
fun, informal gathering, fea-
turing a light snack for you 
and your young child(ren), 
and a speaker on topics we 
think you will find fascinat-
ing.  Hope you can make 
it!!  Call Hollie at 
517.999.3911 or email at 
hollish@allenneighborhoodc
enter.org. for meeting loca-
tions. 

The Grand Opening of the Gar-
denHouse, on May 10th from 12-
4, will also include: 
• Food Station:  tasty veggies 
grown this spring in the Garden-
House;   
• Children’s activities:  Come paint 
a pot and plant a flower (gift idea?);  
Play some garden games and win 
prizes. 
• Perennial plant exchange (bring 
what you’ve got too much of and 
take home some new plants for 
your yard!) 
• Mini-workshops all afternoon on 
Home Gardening basics 
• Free starter plants (veggies and 
flowers) for home gardeners  
• Tours of our wonderful Garden-
House and parkland youth gardens 
• Live local music, door prizes,  and 
Neighbors galore! 

 

• Open Hours:  The GardenHouse 
is now open for regular hours for all 
Neighborhood Gardeners and any 
interested visitors.  The schedule 
will be adjusted as seasons 
change.   
 
 

 
• What’s growing in the Garden-
House?   Late April  and early May 
mark the transition from  all cool-
season crops to  a mix of cool-
season (like kale, collards, and let-
tuce) and warm-season crops (like 
tomatoes and peppers.)   But even 
more important, what’s growing in 
the GardenHouse are friendships, 
fun, and healthy food.  Lately, gar-
deners have included 28 students 
from Bingham Elementary who all 
shared in the harvest of early gar-

GardenHouse Open Hours 
April 15-June 14: 

Tues. & Wed:  10-12AM 
Tues. & Thurs.:  4-8PM 
Saturdays: 10AM – 3PM 

Hunter Park GardenHouse 

(Cont. from front page) 

The Eastside neighborhoods are a 
hub of activity for community gardens 
this time of year.  If you’re interested 
in gardening or volunteering at Ar-
mory Community Garden, Foster Park 
Community Garden, or Paradise 
Community Garden, contact The Gar-
den Project ASAP at 887-4660.   

 

Here at The Garden Project, we’ve 
set a goal to provide all of our gar-
dens with the essential resources gar-
deners need to successfully grow 
their own food.  To that end, garden-
ers are installing tool sheds at many 
area community gardens, and will 
have easier access than ever before 
to the garden tools they need.  Our 
renovated Foster Park Resource Cen-
ter will be back in action soon, and 
we’re on the lookout for volunteers as 
well as artists for a possible mural 
facing Marcus St.  Give us a call to-
day at 887-4660 to find out other 
ways you can get involved with Lans-
ing’s great Eastside community gar-
dening scene.  

Garden Project News 

Our friend and local author, Andrea 
King Collier, will be spending this year 
as a Kellogg Fellow, learning about 
and writing about sustainable food 
systems, farmers markets, gardening, 
and health.  Sounds like a great time!  
Check out this excerpt from her article 
“Gardener Plants Great Expecta-
tions”: 

 

Last year I did what I always do. I got 
swept up into the garden catalogs and 
ordered seed packets, seedlings and 
plants. By the time they came, I was 
well over it. The joy of the order was 
greater than the joy of the planting. 
But this year will be different. I am a 
motivated gardener. And I have found 
some mentors. I will be giving new 
meaning to the words "Victory Gar-
dener."... 

 

For the rest of the article, please visit  
www.allenneighborhoodcenter.org 

Meet Andrea King Collier! 

Garden Workshops 

 

May 17 (Sat):  Intro to Garden-
ing (Mt. Hope Methodist Church, 
2PM) 

 

June 7 (Sat):  Home Composting 
(in the GardenHouse, 11AM) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Calvary Fellowship Food 

Pantry: 12-2:30 

GardenHouse: 4:00-8:00 

Eastside Moms: 5:30-7 

FAIR Neighbors: 6:30, 

ANC 

2 

Walk in Hunter Park: 

12:00-1:00 

3 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10:00-3:00 

4 5 

ABC: 6:00, Pilgrim 

Church 

6 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12, 4:00-

8:00 

Breadbasket: 1:00 

7 

Senior Coffee: 10-12 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12:30 

ENO: 7:00, 213 Foster 

Center 

8 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 4:00-8:00 

Holmes St. School 

Comm.: 6:30, ANC 

9 

Walk in Hunter Park: 

12:00-1:00 

10 

GardenHouse Grand 

Opening: 12:00-4:00, 

Hunter Park 

Kinship Care: 1:30 

11 

Mothers’ Day 

12 

Potter Walsh: 6:20, 

Faith Fellowship Bap-

tist Church 

13 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12, 4:00-

8:00 

Breadbasket: 1:00 

PLACE: 6:30, ANC 

14 

Senior Coffee: 10-12 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12:30 

15 

Calvary Fellowship 

Food Pantry: 12-2:30 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 4:00-8:00 

Eastside Moms: 5:30-7 

16 

Walk in Hunter Park: 

12:00-1:00 

17 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10:00-3:00 

HERO Neighborhood 

Picnic: 12:00, Hunter 

Park 

18 19 

We Care: 6:00, 423 

Beech St. 

20 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12, 4:00-8:00 

Breadbasket: 1:00 

Regent Oaks: 6:30, 

ANC 

21 

Senior Coffee: 10-12 

GardenHouse 10-12:30 

Farmers Market: 2:30-

7:00 

Foster Your Neighbor-

hood: 7:00, Foster Ctr. 

22 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 4:00-8:00 

Green Oaks: 6:00. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

23 

Walk in Hunter Park: 

12:00-1:00 

24 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10:00-3:00 

25 26 

Memorial Day 

ANC Board Meeting: 

4:30, ANC 

27 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12, 4:00-

8:00 

Breadbasket: 1:00 

HERO: 6:30, ANC 

28 

Senior Coffee: 10-12 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10-12:30 

Farmers Market: 2:30-

7:00 

29 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 4:00-8:00 

30 

Walk in Hunter Park: 

12:00-1:00 

31 

GardenHouse Public 

Hours: 10:00-3:00 

Be a Tourist In Your 

Own Town: 10:00-5:00 

Eastside Events for May 2008 

Neighbors, please note: there will be 
no over-the-counter medicine day 
this month.  The program will return 
in June. 


