Ten Great Ways to Meet Your Neighbors

While the best way to meet your neighbors might be to knock on their door and say hi, the direct approach is not for everyone. Here are some other ways you might get to know people.

· Notice when new people move in. If you see them on the street, introduce yourself. New neighbors are often looking for ways to connect to their community. They might like to know about local shops, restaurants, libraries, etc. A welcome basket is nice, but necessary. A genuine welcome is a gift.

· Walk your dog or a friend’s dog. You often see the same people out side over and over again. Greet them with your eyes, a smile and a head nod. After a few times, you might stop and introduce yourself or chat about the neighborhood. Pets are great conversation starters.
· Work in your front garden. Water your plants regularly. You’d be surprised how many of your neighbors you will see through out the week.

· Do a home repair project on your front lawn. The more interesting the project, the more likely your neighbors will actually stop to ask you about it.

· Sit on your front steps or porch. Just being outside at the same time each day makes it more likely you will bump into the same people as they come and go. Say hi and wave.
· Take a child for a walk. Kids are also great conversation starters. They often lead the way in “making new friends”. Kids are a great connector.

· Host a garage sale on your front lawn.  Ask people who stop by if they live in the neighborhood and introduce your self. Notice what stuff they are interested in. You might have a hobby or interest in common.
· Offer to lend a hand. If you see someone raking leaves, or shoveling snow, give them a hand. You can chat while you work.  

· Set up a lemonade or coco stand and give out free drinks. The novelty will attract people. 

· If all else fails, you can always go use the 1950s classic “meet your neighbor technique”, knock on the door and ask to borrow a cup of sugar! 
Starting a Conversation With Neighbors
It can be easy to talk to people you already know but finding common ground with a stranger can be hard. To start a conversation with someone you don’t yet know, make a positive or neutral comment about:

· the weather 

· the neighborhood, 
· a local business or a particular house.
Based on how they respond, consider introducing your self in a general way “Hi my name is Jennie. I live in the green house down the block.” See if they respond in kind. 

You might want to leave it at that for the moment and over time deepen the conversation. Or, you might want to let them know about a neighborhood event and explain why or how it would benefit them. 

We often forget that people do things they think will be fun and directly relevant to them. Attending a meeting might not sound like fun. But getting to know some of our neighbors over coffee and talking about what’s new in the neighborhood might be OK.
If people seem disinterested don’t despair 
These days people are bombarded by people trying to get their attention and sell them something. Letting them know up front “I’m your neighbor from down the block and I just wanted to introduce myself.” can break down the “don’t sell me” barrier.

Some people may not speak English well. If you think English might be their second language, make a guess about what language they speak and ask. You might come back at a later time with someone who can translate (refugee services might be a resource)

Understand that “now” is not always the best time to talk. People may be busy and would welcome a conversation at a later time. 

Remember, not everyone wants to know their neighbors. As long as they don’t disrupt the quality of life for your community, give them space. 
Getting People To “Come To The Party”

My mother used to say “If you want someone to come to your party, you might have to pick them up at their door”. I never understood what she meat as a kid, but now I think I do. 

Sometimes all you need to do is invite people and they come to your neighborhood activity, party, project, or get together. Most won’t.

Many people are uncomfortable in settings where they might not know anyone. So offer to pick them up and go together. If you pick up more than one person, you can introduce them to each other as you go. 

Most people know a few other people in the neighborhood. Consider asking them to come and bring a neighbor. This is another way to make it more comfortable for newcomers.

Remember, not everyone is comfortable going into someone’s home but there is great warmth and the personal touch when people do open their door to their neighbors. Consider meeting in a variety of places and keep in mind older or disabled neighbors may have trouble with steps.

Arranging for child care and offering snacks are two other ways to make it easier for people to fit “one more thing” into their busy days. 

Finally, when people do “come to your party”, remember they chose to give you’re a precious gift, their time. Thank them for coming and appreciate their contributions. 
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